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ABC DEMONSTRATES CALLOUS DISREGARD FOR THE MURDERED AND 

MISSING INDIGENOUS WOMEN & GIRLS (MMIWG) TRAGEDY BY CONTINUING 

TO IGNORE TRIBAL NATIONS’ CONCERNS OVER “BIG SKY” 

 

RAPID CITY, SD - ABC Studios continues to ignore appeals from tribal nations and Indigenous leaders to 

address what has been described as “at best, cultural insensitivity, and at worst, appropriation” in its new 

primetime series, Big Sky. Instead of responding to tribal leaders’ concerns that by omitting the Murdered and 

Missing Indigenous Women & Girls (MMIWG) tragedy from any aspect of Big Sky it is damaging the 

movement to bring greater awareness to the issue, ABC has doubled-down and is sensationalizing the 

abduction, sex trafficking, and assault of women in Indian Country as a form of entertainment. Big Sky is set in 

Montana, in the heart of Indian Country, but there is no tribal representation in the show, when in reality the 

state has the fifth highest incidence of MMIWG cases in the US. 

“Making the abduction and trafficking of women for primetime entertainment is bad enough. Erasing the real-

life tragedy of the Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG) crisis is unconscionable. We 

live with the consequences of this loss and trauma on a daily basis, but ABC won’t even acknowledge it, even 

after they’ve been given an opportunity to do so,” said A. Gay Kingman, Executive Director of the Great Plains 

Tribal Chairmen’s Association. 



The Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Association (GPTCA) is composed of the 16 Tribal Chairmen, Presidents, 

and Chairpersons of the federally recognized sovereign Indian Tribes within the Great Plains Region of the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (the states of North Dakota, South Dakota and Nebraska). 

The GPTCA joins the Rocky Mountain Tribal Leaders Council, which represents Montana’s eight federally 

recognized Indian Tribes, the Global Indigenous Council, the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, and the Union of 

British Columbia Indian Chiefs, in requesting that ABC include “an information frame at the end of future Big 

Sky show credits that directs viewers to the Somebody’s Daughter documentary and factual information on the 

Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women crisis.” The call was first made in a letter of 11/17 to ABC and 

screenwriters David E. Kelley and Annakate Chappell. Somebody’s Daughter is a critically acclaimed all-

Indigenous created MMIWG documentary, executively produced by the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana. 

In Montana, where ABC’s Big Sky is set, tribal members constitute 7% of the population but the state identifies 

some 26% of missing persons as Native American. The Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs, which 

represents over 100 First Nations, is headquartered in Vancouver, Canada, where Big Sky was filmed. British 

Columbia is where the infamous “Highway of Tears” is located, along which Indigenous women have been 

abducted and murdered for some 50-years. “Tribal nations in Montana and the Dakotas have their own 

‘Highway of Tears’ – Interstate 90 – which is central to the plot of Big Sky,” added Kingman. 

The GPTCA tribes are on the frontlines of the MMIWG tragedy. Across the Great Sioux Nation, years of cold 

case files exist of Lakota and Dakota women who have gone missing and are suspected to have been the victims 

of foul play. Extractive industry “man camps” are described as “the nitroglycerin” of the MMIWG epidemic. 

Look no further than the Bakken to see the devastation of “man camps” on tribal communities. By some 

accounts, sexual assaults and rapes on the neighboring Fort Berthold Indian Reservation increased by 168% 

with the establishment of those “man camps” in the Bakken. 

Somebody’s Daughter covers how the Bakken fracking boom brought drug cartels and gangs into Indian 

Country in the Rocky Mountain and Great Plains regions. With the drug trade came the demand for women and 

girls to be sexually exploited at the Bakken “man camps,” which resulted in the rise of trafficking of Native 

women and girls from reservations. 

Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind, after whom Savanna’s Act was named, was a citizen of the Spirit Lake Sioux 

Tribe, a member nation of the GPTCA. In alliance with the Global Indigenous Council and the Rocky Mountain 

Tribal Leaders Council, the GPTCA had an active role in securing the passage of Savanna’s Act and the Not 

Invisible Act. Together, we also initiated the first national MMIWG billboard campaign. 

The GPTCA-RMTLC-GIC alliance was instrumental the first-ever MMIW Tribunal held in the United States 

which was hosted by the Blackfeet Nation in October 2019. GPTCA leaders participated in presentations 

http://www.somebodysdaughter-mmiw.com/
https://www.globalindigenouscouncil.com/missing-murdered-p1


alongside Ambassador Catherine M. Russell, former US Ambassador for Global Women’s Issues. Ambassador 

Russell represented President-elect Joe Biden at the MMIW Tribunal. 

Ambassador Russell was just appointed director of the White House Office of Presidential Personnel in the 

incoming Biden-Harris administration. Ambassador Russell appears in Somebody’s Daughter. Featuring several 

Montana cases, an updated version of Somebody’s Daughter scheduled to premiere in January 2021 includes 

contributions from President-elect Joe Biden and 2020 Presidential candidate Mayor Pete Buttigieg. In the film, 

Mayor Pete calls the MMIW crisis “an unconscionable human rights emergency that we must work together to 

end.” 

“I sincerely hope ABC finally comes to the table as it could really help bring the MMIWG tragedy into 

mainstream consciousness. In one year, 2016, more Indigenous women and girls were MMIWG victims than 

US fatalities in the entire Iraq War,” emphasized Gay Kingman, who is an advisor to the recently formed House 

of the Moon indigenous women and girls empowerment and self-defense program. The US DOJ estimates that 

one in three Indigenous women will be raped in their lifetimes. 

The GPTCA is comprised of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, Crow Creek Sioux Tribe, Lower Brule Sioux Tribe, Oglala Sioux Tribe, 

Rosebud Sioux Tribe, Yankton Sioux Tribe, Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate, Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe, Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, 

Santee Sioux Tribe, Spirit Lake Sioux Tribe, the Ponca Nation of Nebraska, the Omaha Tribe, the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska, 

Turtle Mountain Chippewa, and the Three Affiliated Tribes (Mandan, Hidatsa & Arikara). 

 

CONTACT: 

A. Gay Kingman: kingmanwapato@rushmore.com 

Tom Rodgers: 703-980-4595 tom@carlyleconsult.com 
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